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The Importance of a Standard
When it comes to choosing products, specifiers have 
long relied on standards. The American Society for 
Testing and Materials (ASTM) standards, for example, 
have been in use for over a century. In the design & 
construction industry, a standard defines specific and 
relevant evaluation criteria for a particular product 
type. The purpose of such standards are to promote 
quality assurance and to ensure consumer protection. 
As the market demands a more sustainable approach 
to building practices, design professionals are looking 
for a clear path to evaluate the environmental impacts 
of the products they specify. Fortunately today, a new 
standard has emerged providing the industry with a 
comprehensive evaluation of the total environmental 
impact of products – Environmentally Preferable  
Product (EPP) certification. 



Developed by Scientific Certification Systems (SCS) – a leader in the  
certification of environmental claims, the Environmentally Preferable Product 
standard is based on solid policy foundation: 

Executive Order 13101: In September, 1998, then President Clinton signed an executive  
order directing federal agencies to identify and purchase environmentally preferable  
products and services. The order calls for the use of products and services “that have  
a lesser or reduced effect on human health and the environment when compared to other 
products and services that serve the same purpose.” 

EPA Final Guidance:  Subsequently, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has taken  
an active role in further defining purchasing guidelines. In addition to the final guidance,  
the EPA directs agencies to:

—  consider multiple environmental attributes over the full life cycle of the product or service
—  look at product performance as one of the most important considerations
—  share information
—  minimize waste and pollution

In addition to Executive Order 13101 and the EPA Final Guidance, the EPP standard also 
references Federal Trade Commission (FTC) Guidelines and ISO 14024 and ISO 14040.   
To ensure thoroughness and impartiality, EPP standards for different product groups are  
developed by SCS and peer-reviewed by industry, scientific and environmental experts.

And, while the certification was based on government policy, Environmentally Preferable  
Products are not just utilized by government agencies. In fact, many private sector  
companies are benefiting as well. Advantages include a competitive edge, cost savings,  
and an enhanced public image.

The EPP Standard and Policy Foundation
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Due Process
Due process is a critical element in the EPP standard development process as it ensures  
equity and fairness. This means any interested party (ex. manufacturer, trade organization, 
government agency, etc) has the right to participate by expressing and having their position 
considered, and if necessary, submitting an appeal. SCS follows the following guidelines  
when initiating a new standard:

Openness: Allows a voice for all interested parties without financial barriers to  
participation. This process is not conditional on membership in any organization,  
or on the party’s technical qualifications.

Balance: The process will reflect a balance of interests and will not be dominated  
by a single interest category. Participation is encouraged among (but not limited to)  
manufacturers, suppliers, consumers, retailers, government agencies, NGOs,  
researchers and universities.

Notification: There will be a posted comment period for the creation, revision, reaffirmation  
or withdrawal of a specification.

Consideration of views and objections: Consideration  
will be given to the comments of all participants.

Appeals: An appeals committee will address any  
issues that arise after the specification is published.

Records: Records will be maintained to document  
compliance with due process procedures.

Specification review: SCS will open the  
specification to public review at least every five  
years for the purpose of reaffirmation or revision.  
This reexamination will follow the same due process  
as described above.
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There are various types of certification available.  As one moves along the continuum,  
the amount of external monitoring and financial independence from the manufacturer  
or service provider increases. Because of these factors, the way claims are reviewed  
and certified has a direct effect on the level of confidence purchasers may have on the  
accuracy of a claim.

First-Party Certification is an internal assessment by a manufacturer of its own products  
and operations. A first party certification is not reviewed or validated by another authority. 

Second-Party Certification is performed under the auspices of an interested party, such as  
a trade association or vendor, and requires the manufacturer to document data that  
supports a given claim. 

Third-Party Certification is conducted by an independent, neutral party and is based on  
an established set of standards. The certifier has no financial interest in the manufacturer  
(ex. no shares, loans, grants, board members, etc.), does not provide any other service for 
certification clients (ex. training, consulting, development, etc.), promotes transparency of  
both the standards and the certification process, and treats all clients equally. This process  
is typically much more rigorous than first and second party certifications, and involves the 
submission of manufacturer claims, supporting documents and, in most cases, a thorough  
on-site audit. Third party certifications can verify single attributes of a product or service,  
or take on a more comprehensive approach to address multiple characteristics. Scientific 
Certification Systems is an example of a third-party certification organization.
    

Environmentally Preferable Products – 
               A 3rd Party Certification

antron.invista.com      1.877.5.ANTRON



Antron® nylon achieved Environmentally Preferable Product certification based on the  
following achievements:

In order to preserve the validity of these achievements and qualifications, it is critical that  
the product and the standard itself be reevaluated on a regular basis. Originally awarded 
certification in 2002, Antron® was the first carpet fiber to achieve EPP certification by an  
independent third party; and is now the first to achieve re-certification.

Criteria for Carpet Face Fiber 

Criteria Antron® Achievements

Superior Product  
Performance

Antron® nylon achieves superior performance through its superior  
polymer substrate (type 6,6 nylon), unique fiber engineering, soil  
resistance technology, and performance testing program.

Lower Total Environmental 
Impact of Manufacturing

Antron® measures its environmental impact in the following categories— 
use of natural resources, global warming emissions, other air emissions, 
land emissions, water use, safety and health concerns, and value  
recovery. The overall impact of manufacturing Antron® is approximately 
30% lower than typical industry.

Use of Significantly more 
Green Energy

Through cogeneration and waste-to-energy processes, over 38% of  
the combined plant energy use comes from green energy.

Significant Efforts towards 
protecting the Health,  
Safety and the Environment

In addition to product safety testing, Antron® has an excellent employee 
safety record. Wildlife habitats have been established at many of the 
manufacturing sites.

End-of-life Responsibility The INVISTA Reclamation Program reclaims all types of used carpet 
(regardless of the manufacturer), diverting it from landfills and recycling 
it into new products. 

 Product In Use Color fastness
Stain Resistance
Static Control
Soil Resistance
Texture retention
Flammability
Smoke Density
Total VOC emissions

  Product Manufacturing Air and Greenhouse gas emissions
PBT Emissions
Priority Air Pollutant Emissions Control
Hazardous Air Pollutant Emissions Control
Process Water and Stormwater Discharges
Hazardous Waste Management
Minimizing Waste Generation
Maximizing Energy Efficiency
Minimizing Distribution and Packaging Waste

 Resource Conservation Energy consumption
Use of Environmentally Preferable energy sources  (green energy)
Use of recycled content materials

Reduced Risk to Human Health Risk Reduction for Human Health Endpoints

End-of-Life Considerations Post-Consumer Carpet Reclamation

Environmentally Preferable Product standards are rated in one of the two ways based on product type.  
Carpet fiber certification, for example, is evaluated on a pass/fail basis while carpet certification is based on  
a point system.  Carpet face fiber is evaluated using the following criteria:
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Several key elements make the EPP standard unique. First of all, many standards address  
a single product attribute, like recycled content or low emissions while the Environmentally 
Preferable Product standard addresses multiple attributes. This includes the impact of  
manufacturing over the full life cycle of the product, making it a more comprehensive and  
sophisticated measurement of the total environmental impact. When a product is better in 
every impact category than its baseline, it can then be certified as environmentally preferable.

Secondly, as most standards are designed to be inclusive, the EPP certification is a leadership 
standard. This means that only the preeminent products in each product category will be 
granted certification. As more manufacturers develop products that begin to meet the stringent 
EPP standard, the criteria will be further developed to maintain leadership qualifications.

When a product carries the official SCS Environmentally Preferable Product 
logo, you can be sure that it has met the most comprehensive evaluation 
standards. Design professionals can trust that they are specifying the best 
performing product in its category with the lowest total environmental impact. 
A carpet of Antron®, the most specified brand of commercial carpet fiber,  
is engineered to look and perform better for a longer period of use than 
any other carpet. This performance yields the best life cycle and the lowest 
environmental impact.

For more information on Environmentally Preferable Products, or to download 
a list of all carpets that are EPP certified or have EPP certified carpet fiber, 
visit antron.invista.com.

A Unique Standard
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For more information, 
write or call INVISTA today.

INVISTA 
Two TownPark Commons
Suite 300
175 TownPark Drive
Kennesaw, GA  30144

P.O. Box 2200 Streetsville
Mississauga, Ontario
Canada L5M 2H3

antron.invista.com
1-877-5-ANTRON

Environmentally Preferable Products (EPP) are certified by Scientific Certification Systems (SCS) as having a lesser or 
reduced effect on health and the environment when compared with competing products that serve the same purpose.  
Antron® is a registered trademark of INVISTA for carpet fiber.
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